
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                              PRESS RELEASE 

 
Recognition of vehicle rental as an essential mobility and supply chain service 
provider 

 
 
Brussels, 30 March 2020 – Leaseurope, the trade federation representing automotive leasing and 
rental at European level, is calling for the vehicle rental sector to be recognised as an essential 
mobility and supply chain service provider. 
 
Whilst governments consider the measures it might take to limit the impact of COVID-19, 
Leaseurope wishes to reiterate the vital role that the vehicle rental sector will play in maintaining 
the essential movement of people, goods and services as the situation evolves. The rental industry 
is an integral part of the supply chain and operating model for many businesses in the logistics 
sector, health services, police, social care, as well as local and central government. Whether it is 
Heavy Goods Vehicles, vans, ultra-low emission cars, minibuses or temperature-controlled trucks, 
our members are able to provide access to a huge variety of different vehicles at very short notice.  
 
Public transport in many countries has already been cut drastically, the production of vehicle parts 
(many of which are produced in China) has halted, and vehicle repair shops (which many people 
-including key workers- rely on to keep their vehicle in working order) have been required to close 
in most countries. The short-term rental industry could play a key in role in mitigating the impact 
this unprecedented level of supply chain disruption and government measures has on the ability 
of key workers and goods to continue to move, and ensuring business continuity occurs for vital 
goods and services. 
 
For these reasons, it is very important that any planned business or transport closures being 
considered do not include vehicle rental branches, due to their essential role in providing mobility 
to frontline services personnel and to ensure supply continuity.  
 

-END-  
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Media Contact  
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Richard Knubben 
Deputy Director 
r.knubben@leaseurope.org 
 
Anne Valette  
Director General 
a.valette@leaseurope.org 
 
 

About Leaseurope  
 

As a Federation, Leaseurope brings together 45 associations throughout Europe representing either 
the leasing, long term and/or short term automotive rental industries. The scope of products covered by 
Leaseurope members ranges from hire purchase and finance leases to operating leases of all asset 
types (automotive, equipment and real estate) and also includes the rental of cars, vans and trucks. 
Leaseurope represents around 1,700 leasing companies across Europe, with over 70,000 employees 
and represents approximately 91% of the European leasing market. Find out more at 
www.leaseurope.org. 
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